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Remarks at the Nobel Banquet in Oslo
December 10, 2009

Thank you very much. Your Majesties, Your
Excellencies, Your Royal Highnesses, to all my
friends, my family, this is obviously an extraor-
dinary evening. And I must say, I was telling the
committee members that having entirely ex-
hausted myself with the speech this after-
noon—[laughter]—I have—I spoke for a very
long time—I have only a very few words to say.

First of all, I would like to thank the commit-
tee once again for the extraordinary confidence
that they’ve placed in me and this great honor
that I have received tonight. As I indicated be-
fore, no one was more surprised than me.
[Laughter] And I have to say that when the
Chairman spoke introducing me, I told him af-
terwards that I thought it was an excellent
speech and that I was almost convinced that I
deserved it. [Laughter]

I also wanted to pick up on a theme in both
our speeches, and that is, the extraordinary
power that this prize has in lifting up those who
otherwise would be forgotten, in magnifying the
cause of justice when it’s confronting great re-
sistance. In 1964, when Dr. King received this
prize, the course of the civil rights movement
was still uncertain. How that would play itself
out was not yet entirely known. And for a Bap-
tist preacher from the South to be lifted up on
the international stage, to highlight the fact that
this was not simply a parochial struggle but was
rather a struggle for the ages, a struggle for the
hearts and minds not just of the American peo-
ple but of the world, and how we thought about
each other and how we thought about minori-
ties in countries everywhere, what extraordinary
power that had. And as a consequence, I think
it’s fair to say that it helped to put the wind be-
hind the sails of a movement that is largely re-
sponsible for both Michelle and my presence
here tonight.

You know, it’s obviously one of life’s great
ironies that Alfred Nobel, the man responsible
for inventing dynamite—[laughter]—helped to
establish this extraordinary moral force in the
world. He bequeathed his largest share of for-
tune to the Nobel Prizes, and the roster of No-

bel Laureates has grown to include not only the
finest minds in science and literature and eco-
nomics, but I think what captivates people most
is the giants of peace that it has acknowledged.

When Alfred Nobel signed his last will and
testament on November 27, 1895, it’s not en-
tirely clear that he could have foreseen the im-
pact that his prizes would have. But he did
know this truth: That our destinies are what we
make of them, and that each of us in our own
lives can do our part in order to make a more
just and lasting peace and forge the kind of
world that we want to bequeath to our children
and our grandchildren. That has been the mis-
sion of the committee. It has carried out over
these 108 years this charge with extraordinary
diligence, creativity, and as I indicated today at
lunch, great moral imagination. And so for that,
I am grateful not only to the current committee
but past committee members who I know are
here. The world thanks you for the work that
you do. And as a consequence, what I’d like to
do is to propose a toast—once I get some wine.
[Laughter]

I’d like to propose—actually, if you will bear
with me, in Washington, in the Senate or the
House, this is called a point of personal privi-
lege. I don’t want to make her cry, but I do want
to say my sister is here tonight. And it was
in—one of the earlier toasts discussed a passage
in my book that talks about my mother and the
values that she instilled in me, and I do think
that it’s worth noting that to the extent I am de-
serving of this esteemed prize, either now or in
the future, it will be largely because of her and
the largeness of her heart.

So to Alfred Nobel, skal. Cheers. Thank you.
Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:48 p.m. at the
Grand Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to
King Harald V, Queen Sonja, Crown Prince
Haakon, and Crown Princess Mette-Marit of
Norway; Thorbjorn Jagland, chairman, Norwe-
gian Nobel Committee; and his sister Maya
Soetoro-Ng.
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Statement on the Observance of Hanukkah
December 11, 2009

Michelle and I send our warmest wishes to
all who are celebrating Hanukkah around the
world. The Hanukkah story of the Maccabees
and the miracles they witnessed reminds us
that faith and perseverance are powerful forc-
es that can sustain us in difficult times and
help us overcome even the greatest odds.

Hanukkah is not only a time to celebrate the
faith and customs of the Jewish people, but for

people of all faiths to celebrate the common
aspirations we share. As families, friends, and
neighbors gather together to kindle the lights,
may Hanukkah’s lessons inspire us all to give
thanks for the blessings we enjoy, to find light
in times of darkness, and to work together for
a brighter, more hopeful tomorrow.

Memorandum on Eleventh Quadrennial Review of Military Compensation
December 11, 2009

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense

Subject: Eleventh Quadrennial Review of Mil-
itary Compensation

Under section 1008(b) of title 37, United
States Code, every 4 years the President is re-
quired to complete a review of the compensa-
tion system for the uniformed service mem-
bers of the Department of Defense, the Coast
Guard, and the commissioned corps of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion and Public Health Service. You will be my
Executive Agent for this review, consulting me
as required.

It is not the powerful weapons that make
our Nation the strongest in the world. It is the
spirit and skill of our men and women in uni-
form. The current military compensation sys-
tem has allowed us to recruit and retain the
highest caliber men and women in our Na-
tion’s history, and that system needs to be reg-
ularly validated for sufficiency and responsive-
ness.

In these times of unprecedented expecta-
tions and demands, our attention must be on
the well being of our personnel in uniform.
The defense of the homeland and ongoing
overseas operations require us to examine and
determine whether compensation levels are
sufficient to sustain current and future efforts

to recruit and retain the right skill set and ex-
perience level.

I would like your review to focus on the fol-
lowing areas:

1. the compensation for service per-
formed in a combat zone, combat op-
eration, or hostile fire area, or while
exposed to a hostile fire event;

2. the Reserve and National Guard’s
compensation and benefits for consis-
tency with their current and planned
utilization;

3. the compensation benefits available to
wounded warriors, caregivers, and sur-
vivors of those fallen service members;
and

4. the pay incentives for critical career
fields such as mental health profes-
sionals, linguists/translators, remotely
piloted vehicle operators, and special
operations personnel.

As the Executive Agent for the Eleventh
Quadrennial Review of Military Compensa-
tion, you shall ensure that representatives of
other relevant executive branch agencies, such
as the Secretaries of Homeland Security,
Commerce, and Health and Human Services,
participate in this review, as appropriate. The
review should be completed within 1 year of
its initiation, with an update submitted to the
President after 6 months, and a preview of the
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